A\ \WT J /&

What was Huddersfield like during the Industrial Revolution?

Newspaper An.o.l.gsi.s

This extract - Maglstro.tes in Pettg Sessions: Breaches of the Factorg Act at

Meltham was pu.blished. in the Huddersfield Chronicle on the 7th of
October 1865. The keg points from the article are provlded.

Trraburs o P A o] BREACHES OF THE FACTORY ACT AT MELTHAM — Mr.
w_'lm e R %&W were | Ramsden, New-bridge Mill, Meltham, charged with employing,
e T e, by yam and Joho Mortimer, | op the Ist September, two children named William Whitwam
Hasia's sectiloats So show that m“"‘“ school | and John Mortimer, under 13 years of age, without having

,_w i mm ﬁ‘ﬁ““‘h‘ iw obtained a schoolmaster’s certificate to show that they had
wmm hiad neglected “ﬂlﬂm > attended school during the previous week. Mr. Beasdon, sub-

Be Ohr » of their attendance :
e anaa] thmnght i e A the cbildren bad | inspector of factories, prosecuted. It appears that the inspector
Mr. m&:‘ﬁ. II"’l”'-"-"ll"'“'-] fow, whe wers “ short visited the mill, and ascertained that the defendants had
to take the book with i '
mﬁm g e ;."l::l.- mﬁ;&:ﬁ: ﬂ employed two chlld‘ren, but had ‘neglected to procure a
He [Mr. Ramsden) was m of the fact that | schoolmaster’s certificate of their attendance at school. He (Mr.
Sy Ind iy brer TRt e P e s mhes hough le that the children h
s Peger e ﬂm IS Vo' geapee ﬁmq.h-:ﬂ_ith: Beadon) thought it was possible that the children had attended

it was too bad to ignorance an | school, but there was no certificate to show it. - Mr. Ramsden
al law. .lmunf tlu:tl:

were in the mills, and it was  shame therefors to | Stated that the children, who were “short timers,” had gone from
E‘::‘u}dtn be ignorant on a matter like that. —Defendant : .
is the simple fact, whether or not.—The Chairman : || ON€ school to another and had neglected to take the book with

It is duty to inspect the school book every . ..
g EE‘:! Beadon -t:iif ?tmm wasfrom £1 || them. The offence had been committed in ignorance as far as the
have gone to -&unl.ﬁqu ought te Bave bean .Mf-ﬂf firm was concerned. He (Mr. Ramsden) was ignorant of the fact

tar's There had been made deri . . .
six months, and if the defendant b h?::: pleaded o || that it was their duty to see that children went to school. They
a beavy penalty would have been inflicted. S .
:l: g total £1 6s. in u% case. —A separate d....‘: had only been worked the proper time, and the breach of the Act
the mﬁ:] of the Mill. Meltham The :1:“ had arisen from an oversight. -Mr. Beadon added that it was too
was that Mr. Ramsden had wilfully made or connived at . . .
the making in the register of a faloe entry of the time || Dad to plead ignorance on such a simple point of factory law.
when & certain persun commenced working in the . . .
f —Defendant gu was that it had not been done || ADstracts of the law were posted in the mills, and it was a shame
wilfully. —Chairman : You must plead ** guilty” or ** pot ; i
m—gmdm: : {:{ is no use nolk t\lﬂﬂi therefore to pretend to be ignorant on a matter like that.
Beadon said :::u“n m&m and if ;I_ﬂu.: . .
dant denied the word “wilful,” he should ot plead || Fined £1 6s. in each case.
s..my. El-:ihm]m in & position to ad
nce very strong in support of the case, Tt
T ek s o pad e hact Bad bo kring before || _ A separate charge was then preferred against Mr. James
E‘Pﬁ’r"““a I““'“ ] Mm o et “"""'lin':;‘_“i!" et "ra& || Ramsden, who is the occupier of the Albion Mill, Meltham. The
%:‘;“mﬁ':aﬁ:%f; oy g Siscretion of the || charge was that Mr. Ramsden had wilfully made or connived at
B e o commaities, Ty o bad reason to || the making in the register of a false entry of the time when a
mﬂ:"‘"ﬁ“‘:‘t fatry was in Mr. Ramsden's own || certain young person commenced working in the factory. —
g :_“ i g E: ey § snd ?{ﬂr Rlll:l: Defendant’s plea was that it had not been done wilfully.
fnct, that it was done to evade the law, and to
- g g o0 e vuroc, he Bendh || (The inspector) hoped that the publication of the case would be
JY. A s Chlasen, e mehersted that be || 5 warning to Mr. Ramsden and other people in the district.
annoyance to them to prefer these charges —Chairman
1hdlfcp=_|-m1: Ha states that the entry is in your own . R
writing, — Defendant : Of 1 write them all.— || He could prove that the entry was in Mr. Ramsden’s own
Chairman : Yumhnmﬁmm .. . .
\ district like with its manufactories, we || handwriting; that the lad was working three months earlier than
Beadon: As far as I am concerned, this being the first || the date of entry; and that Mr. Ramsden knew the meaning of
o Rﬂ*‘-ﬂi:ﬁ g.'i' m‘"“mmhd E'm' Chalr. I the date affixed to the name, - in fact, that it was done purposely
&Y If&\tup-mhdnﬂllglnhmm t de the 1 d to decei he i
% igher would have been imposed, || 0 €Vade the law, and to deceive the mnspector.
=) :-"ﬂ in the sum of £5; total
2 The defendant was then fined in the sum of £5; total £5 15s,

L with expenses.
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What was Huddersfield like during the Industrial Revolution?

= NAME OF ACCUSED | MR. JAMES RAMSDEN

OFFENCES

COMMITTED

VErDICT
CASE 1:

(cuiLTY/NOT
GUILTY)

CASE 2

What does this article tell you about the laws protecti.n.g child workers at the time?

What does it tell you about the attitude of mill owners at the time?
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? ) What was Huddersfield like during the Industrial Revolution?

Newspaper An.o.l.gsi.s

This extract - Maglstrates in Pettg Sessions: Breaches of the Factorg Act at

Meltham was publlshed in the Huddersfield Chronicle on the 7th of
October 1865. The k29 po'mts from the article are prov'Ld.ed.

wg‘ﬁ:a:ﬁ 5,W BREACHES OF THE FACTORY ACT AT MELTHAM - Mr.
cha .i.,hﬂ""l"‘- "",E 1t “’ﬁ *ere | Ramsden, New-bridge Mill, Meltham, charged with employing,
v bl s it yam and Joho Mortimer, | on the Ist September, two children named William Whitwam
Waster's cortificats bo show that m‘“‘“‘"‘ schoal | and John Mortimer, under 13 years of age, without having
oo, pesssinied. It that the inspector | obtained a schoolmaster’s certificate to show that they had
“"m*.“ chililren, but mw o Teooase attended school during the previous week. Mr. Beasdon, sub-
E:-{:irul Bm:- paeught it was possible the children had | inspector of factories, prosecuted. It appears that the inspector
—~Mr. }““'d;t"“‘d that the children, who were “short | visited the mill, and ascertained that the defendants had
e tans the book with them. The offence had | employed two children, but had neglected to procure a

cerned.  He (Mr. Ramsden) was & of the fact that | schoolmaster’s certificate of their attendance at school. He (Mr.
Beadon) thought it was possible that the children had attended
school, but there was no certificate to show it. - Mr. Ramsden
were in the mills, and it was & shame therefore to | Stated that the children, who were “short timers,” had gone from

is the ﬂlﬁlf?wh whether or m—mm one school to another and had neglected to take the book with
| them. The offence had been committed in ignorance as far as the
have gone to school, thaﬂd wl:l:thl;u been -ﬂ% firm was concerned. He (Mr. Ramsden) was ignorant of the fact
dﬁmn had not ﬂmﬁm that it was their duty to see that children went to school. They
in each case.—A separate had only been worked the proper time, and the breach of the Act
the occupier of the Albion ﬁl.. Meltham. The charge [| Nad arisen from an oversight. -Mr. Beadon added that it was too
the making in the register of s entry of the ? bad to plead ignorance on such a simple point of factory law.
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Young commenced king . . .
— |t —Defendant’s g—. was that it had not mmm Abstracts of the law were posted in the mills, and it was a shame
: ¥You . or

‘"nﬁ," therefore to pretend to be ignorant on a matter like that.

the caso is before you naE.
Beadon said it was a serious and i defen. . .
dant denied the word * wilful," he should not ph:l Fined £1 6s. in each case.

g el eang ﬂ'ﬂ: in the district; snd e || - A separate charge was then preferred against Mr. James
hoped chat the pablication of the cass would be & warning || Ramsden, who is the occupier of the Albion Mill, Meltham. The

; or, b the discretion of the || charge was that Mr. Ramsden had wilfully made or connived at
 The offence, he had reason & || the making in the register of a false entry of the time when a
certain young person commenced working in the factory. —
Defendant’s plea was that it had not been done wilfully.
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(The inspector) hoped that the publication of the case would be
a warning to Mr. Ramsden and other people in the district.
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He could prove that the entry was in Mr. Ramsden’s own
In & district like this with m :n._.ﬁmu-i.., we || handwriting; that the lad was working three months earlier than
As far aa I am concerned, this being the first || the date of entry; and that Mr. Ramsden knew the meaning of
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g o ‘f'.”.,t’:lﬁ e umﬁ“‘hh“'““hd the distcieh 11| the date affixed to the name, - in fact, that it was done purposely
% XORR& \Lvs;h,.,l m:j'; m" mm to evade the law, and to deceive the inspector.
§7 av&nﬁn-ginmmvfﬂi;hhl
- @ == The defendant was then fined in the sum of £5; total £5 15s,
with expenses.
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? ) What was Huddersfield like during the Industrial Revolution?

the table below:

Read the keg points from the article and retrieve the information to complete

NAME OF ACCUSED

MR. James RAMSDEN

NAME OF MILLS

OFFENCES
COMMITTED

VERDICT
(cuILTY/NOT
GUILTY)

(CASE 1:

CASE 2:

What does this article tell you about the laws protecting child workers at the time?

What does it tell you about the attitude of mill owners at the time?
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Local
History

Teacher's Pet is proud to be working alongside Historic
England, to allow teachers in and around Huddersfield, to
enjoy our range of Local History resources.

/ Teacher's Pet | Mm@ Historic Englana
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Who are Historic England?

Historic England protect, champion and save the places that define who we are
and where we’ve come from as a nation. We care passionately about the stories
they tell, the ideas they represent and the people who live, work and play
among them.

At Historic England Education we want every child to be inspired by their
local heritage and every teacher to have brilliant resources to use inside and
outside the classroom.

Our Heritage Schools programme aims to help school children develop an
understanding of their local heritage and its significance to make sure that:

¥ Children develop a sense of pride in where they live

ai Children understand their local heritage and how it relates to the national
story

Teachers are more confident in making effective use of local heritage
resources in delivering the curriculum

! Local historic context is embedded in the school's curriculum
@Heritage providers are more connected to the needs of local schools
£#% Parents are engaged in their children's learning

’* Communities are more deeply involved in the life of the school

www.historicengland.org.uk
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