What happened in Coventry during World War 27

Coven.trg Blitz - Newspaper Report

On the I5th of November 1940, anthropologlst Tom Harrisson arrived in

Coventrg with a team of reporters to record the feel'LrLgs of the people in

the city. Us'mg his notes, write a newspaper report about the impact of
the Blitz on the people of Coventrg. You will not be able to use
evertjthi.ng that he has written down so you will have to select the
information that you think is most important. Summarise it and add

in details that you have learned about the Coventrg Blitz.

15 November 1940

The heart of Coventry has been smashed. The crowded nature of the town

means the shock effect ‘pPer bomb is that much greater than in London,

Birmingham or Liverpool.

It's easy for the locals to meet peoble who know Someone who has been killed E—"

or iS miSsSing.

Bad news is taking its toll.

There are some obPen Sians of hysteria, terror and neurosis. §-- I
It would be an insult to the peoPle of Coventry to ballyhoo them and rp—

exaggerate their good spirit. I am moving in a city of the dark.

I have spent a good deal of my life listening to peoble talk, but I've never heard
_peoble talk less than in Coventry today. [ —
Many walk blankly through the city looking at the mess. I catch the odd

comment like: Coventry is finished. And Coventry is dead.

The commonest sound iS the scrabPing of Shovels and the shifting of rubble. &
The strangest sight is the Cathedral. -—"

At each end the bare frames of the great window still have a kind of beauty

pillars, girders, memorial tablets. | g——

all acr he town there's destruction. Rows and row attered house
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Smashed in windows and leaking roofs.
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16" November 1940

Today peoble are talking. even .joking about it all. I heard someone say, Well

recover. Life will go on. We can get used to it.

Peobple still feel pretty helpless, but not hopeless. The frightened and the

nervous have left. You can't blame them. Those left behind want to feel tough.

Water, gas and electricity supblies completely disrupted.

Many thousands are homeless. There iS talk of 1,000 casualties. The true figure ¥

could be higher.
and uet hear nobody calling £or reprisal attacks against Germany. People

say they won't end the war, only make it more bitter.

I noticed a massive need for mobile canteens after a raid like this one. The

adain. They are wonderful, just wonderful.

The King has arrived to bolster morale. He is a bridge between civilians and the

military. His presence iS aPpreciated.

These notes have been adapted from The Mass Observation Archive, 497
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Mini Gl.ossarg

a.n.thropologi.st - A scientist who studies human societies,
cultures and behaviours.

ballghoo - Exaggero.ted publicltg or promotion.

bolster - To strengthen or reinforce something.

hgsteri.a. - An emotional state characterised by symptoms
'anlud.i.n.g anxiety, panic and nervousness.

neurosis - A term used to describe various forms of emotional
distress.
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You could include:

A brief summary of the events of the Ikth and |5t of November.
. The slghts, smells and sounds on the streets. A sense of the o.tmosphere.
« The mood of the people and how it changes over the d.o.gs.

« What Coventrg looks like in the aftermath of the bomb'mg. [g,&
« Details of K'mg George VI's visit on Satu.rd.o.g |6t~ November. 2
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FEQ,?) What happened in Coventry during World War 27

Coven.trg Blitz - Newspaper Report

On the I5th of November 1940, o.n.thropologist Tom Harrisson arrived in
Coventrg with a team of reporters to record the feel'LrLgs of the people in

B

the c'Ltg. Us'mg his notes, write a newspaper report about the 'meo.ct of

the Blitz on the people of Coven.trg. You will not be able to use

evergthlng that he has written down so you will have to select the
information that you think is most 'meorto.nt. Summarise it and add

in details that you have learned about the Coventrg Blitz.
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15 November 1940

The heart of Coventry has been smashed. The crowded nature of the town

means the shock effect ‘pPer bomb is that much greater than in London,

Birmingham or Liverpool.

It's easy for the locals to meet people who know Someone who has been killed

or iS miSsSing.

Bad news is taking its toll.

There are some obPen Signs of hysteria, terror and neurosis.
It would be an insult to the Peoble of Coventry to ballyhoo them and

exaggerate their good spirit. I am moving in a city of the dark.

I have spent a good deal of my life listening to people talk, but I've never heard
_peoble talk less than in Coventry today.
Many walk blankly through the city looking at the mess. I catch the odd

comment like: Coventry is finished. And Coventry is dead.

The commonest sound iS the scrabPing of Shovels and the shifting of rubble.
— The stranaest siaht is the Cathedral.

™ At each end the bare frames of the great window still have a kind of beauty

]

pillars, girders, memorial tablets.

All acr he town there's destruction. Rows and row attered house
4 smashed in windows and leaking roofs.
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16" November 1940

Today peoble are talking. even .joking about it all. I heard someone say, Well

recover. Life will 90 on. We can get used to it."

People still feel pretty helpless, but not hopeless. The frightened and the

nervous have left. You can't blame them. Those left behind want to feel tough.

Water, gas and electricity supblies completely disrupted.

Many thousands are homeless. There iS talk of 1,000 casualties. The true figure

could be higher.

Say they won't end the war, only make it more bitter.

I noticed a massive need for mobile canteens after a raid like this one. The

adain. They are wonderful, just wonderful.

The King has arrived to bolster morale. He iS a bridge between civilians and the

military. His presence iS aPpreciated.

These notes have been adapted from The Mass Observation Archive, 497
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Mini Glossarg

a.n.thropologi.st - A scientist who studies human societies,
cultures and behaviours.

ballghoo - Exaggerated publicity or promotion.

bolster - To strengthen or reinforce something.

hgsteri.a. - An emotional state characterised by symptoms
'anlu,dlng anxiety, panic and nervousness.

neurosis - A term used to describe various forms of emotional
distress.
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You could include:

« A brief summary of the events of the Ikth and |5t of November.
« The slghts, smells and sounds on the streets. A sense of the o.tmosphere.
« The mood of the people and how it changes over the dags.

_\
« What Coventrg looks like in the aftermath of the bom.b'mg. [g,“ MIDLV$ -
o Details of K'Lng George VI's visit on Saturdag |6t~ November. = E:;\;) %r_/
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Local
History

Historic England and Teacher’s Pet have come together to
bring you a collection of free resources that you can use in
your local history teaching.

A Historic England Teacher's Pet
Sa8 ° £

Who are Teacher's Pet?

Teacher’s Pet have been providing downloadable and playable educational
content to early years and primary school teachers for over 14 years. We cover
all areas of the curriculum and use a team of in-house teachers and designers to
create engaging and memorable concepts, that the children will love.

Why local history?

At Teacher’s Pet we want to empower primary school teachers by giving them
the tools they need to deliver inspiring and thoughtful lessons about the local
area and its history. We believe local history teaching has such an important
part to play in a child’s wellbeing — helping to give children a sense of pride in
where they live.

Our Local History project is designed to provide teachers across the UK with
everything they need to successfully carry out a full scheme of teaching about
their local area, through key enquiry questions and source led activities.

Working with Historic England gives us access to archived maps and photos
for resources and information from knowledgeable local historians, as well
helping us to provide the content to you free of charge.

For more information about our Local History project or to find out more about
Teacher’s Pet Classroom Resources, please visit our website.

www.tpet.co.uk





