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How did Coventry recover after the war?

The following is an extract from a personal account of what it was like as
a child to grow up in Coventry after the war.

Toddling with my parents around the City Centre;
a chaos of post war Coventry scaffolding,
construction and clearances. Seeing the opening of
the Woolworth building, the other end was True
Form, buying a mega silk-screened tie there, for
Sunday best, mum thinking it too big and flash,
but it was smart, nothing packaged like today.
Gaunt cranes and towering buildings, ever
changing, with every Saturday visit. Seeing British
Home Store and Marks and Sparks emerge. A brand-
new city Centre taking shape as I slowly grew, and
the Phoenix rose from the ashes of war.

Trevor

Being taken into Timothy Whites, the half-timbered hardware store in Trinity
Street. Walking around the back by the old market, fish smells, meat market,
haberdashery, 2nd hand books, slow crowds hovering around stalls, tall
folks, adults, long 50's overcoats and hats, grey and sober, the sound of
market mongers flogging their wares - theirs was always best, always an
angle, through the quiet parts of the market, finding an exit, clear air, all
in a temporary flux of giant change, the smell of something emerging, just
like me, growing up, a new city for a new age, the 60's, full of hope, looking
to peace and love and creativity, hope for mankind.

In pairs, read through the extract and gather your thoughts on
the following.

What picture does the account paint in your head?

What was happening in Coventry after the war?

How do people seem to feel?

What does the term 'Phoenix rose from the
ashes of war' mean?
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Historic England and Teacher’s Pet have come together to
bring you a collection of free resources that you can use in

your local history teaching.

Who are Teacher's Pet?

www.tpet.co.uk

Teacher’s Pet have been providing downloadable and playable educational
content to early years and primary school teachers for over 14 years. We cover
all areas of the curriculum and use a team of in-house teachers and designers to
create engaging and memorable concepts, that the children will love.

Why local history?

At Teacher’s Pet we want to empower primary school teachers by giving them
the tools they need to deliver inspiring and thoughtful lessons about the local
area and its history. We believe local history teaching has such an important
part to play in a child’s wellbeing – helping to give children a sense of pride in
where they live.

Our Local History project is designed to provide teachers across the UK with
everything they need to successfully carry out a full scheme of teaching about
their local area, through key enquiry questions and source led activities.

Working with Historic England gives us access to archived maps and photos
for resources and information from knowledgeable local historians, as well
helping us to provide the content to you free of charge.

For more information about our Local History project or to find out more about
Teacher’s Pet Classroom Resources, please visit our website.




